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Sir: 



In response to the Restriction Requirement mailed May 
22, 2003, Applicants hereby elect Species B, Fig. 2, 
corresponding to claim 6. Claims 2, 4, 8, and 10 are 
generic . 

Regarding the Restriction Requirement, it is 
respectfully submitted that the subject matter of all claims 
l-10is sufficiently related that a thorough search for the 
subject matter of any one of the claims would encompass a 
search for the subject matter of the remaining claims. 
Thus, it is respectfully submitted that the search and 
examination of the entire application could be made without 
serious burden. See MPEP §803, in which it is stated that 
"if the search and examination, of the entire application can 
be made without serious burden, the Examiner must examine it 
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on the merits" (emphasis added) . It is respectfully 
submitted that this policy should apply to the present 
application in order to avoid unnecessary delay and expens 
to Applicant and duplicative examination by the Patent 
Office. 

If the Examiner believes that any further discussion 
the invention would be helpful, perhaps in the form of an 
Examiner's Amendment, Applicants' representative is 
available at (518) 449-0044, and earnestly solicits such 
discussion . 



RebJ No. 35,812 

Hoffman, Warnick & D'Alessandro LLC 
Three E-Comm Square 
Albany, New York 12 2 07 
518-449-0044 
jmerecki@hwdpatents . com 
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